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JAIME PHILLIPS - YOUTH ARTS AWARD 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Youth) [12.07 pm]:  I acknowledge the presence in the 
public gallery of members of the Mandurah-Murray branch of the National Seniors Association.  

Ms Jaime Phillips, community capacity builder at the Department for Community Development’s Katanning 
office, has recently won the youth arts category in the WA Citizen of the Year Awards, the state’s highest 
honours.  Jaime’s award is one of just nine WA Citizen of the Year Awards presented by the Governor, Dr Ken 
Michael, for Foundation Day.  Jaime has a range of achievements in both academic and community circles. 

Before moving to Katanning last year, 25-year-old Jaime worked as a historian at Curtin University, a position 
she still holds in a voluntary capacity.  Her work has been published by Monash University, in the book Struggle 
Country, and for the past four years she has been co-researching and co-writing a book on the history of 
Wesfarmers Ltd, with Professor Tom Stannage.  In 2004, she won the Robert Stevens Bursary at the University 
of Western Australia for a paper entitled “Exodus at Rocky Gully”. 

Jaime manages to bring her artistic talents into her daily work at the Department for Community Development.  
In the past year she has coordinated a film-making project, a Nyoongah fashion show and a national women’s 
conference.  Jaime is passionate about the need for Western Australians to have a wider understanding of 
indigenous cultures in WA, because this enhances the social connection and partnerships between indigenous 
and non-indigenous people.  Jamie’s citation referred to her academic work, and then stated that, since 
graduating, she has returned to her roots in Katanning to work on projects that give a voice to regional and 
marginalised communities in WA and foster a sense of community in the regions. 

In accepting the award, Jaime commented on regional and isolated education in Western Australia, and 
highlighted the need for influential Western Australians to mentor young people.  Jaime is interested in finding 
new ways to link together regional and isolated youth, and help them realise their creative potential.  All at the 
Department for Community Development extend their heartiest congratulations to Jaime.  On behalf of the 
Carpenter government, I wish to extend our warmest congratulations to Jaime on her Western Australian Citizen 
of the Year Award.  I am sure I join all Western Australians in doing so.  
 


